SMOKY CHIMNEYS

with Bellevue, where it was very cold and smoky; he was mor-
tally bored there on the last journey; they declare that he will

not return.5

The allegorical ballet which was acted in her little Chinese
theatre was suitably called 'VAmour Architecte': the ladies,
peeping behind the nankeen fans which had been distributed
to them as keepsakes, saw a mountain on the stage opening to
the noise of thunder, and from its interior sprang the new
chateau in the midst of dancingjardiniers andjardwzeres.

How sad to think that Pompadour tired of her masterpiece
and sold Bellevue to Louis in 1757 to pay her debts. After her
death, he gave it to Mesdames his spinster daughters, who
raved about it and yet changed everything; they replaced
Boucher and Van Loo by Lagrenee, Restout and Hubert
Robert, and it was Pompadour's own brother, the marquis de
Menars, who presided at the alterations of her masterpiece.